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The Conspiracy 

PETE HAMFLL 


v Rome. 

You always feel it coming* Someone makes you lor ar\ 
American, and the eyes study your face, and .finally they unload. 
They want to know something, and it is always the same thing. 
It has become even more important than xvomen or automobiles. 
They want to know who killed John F. Kennedy, 

And so you try to explain that the country in which you were 
born and which you love more than any other i s mot solely 
in hab Ucd_ by ha irlcss pansy II ier s_wh o pa s to oran go _ rugs o . ' 

T.r.V;; w; 1 drink only prSlueV-’sISk" ex^Ma rmfLCT oye | cylttsts . 

•'"or" si Ivor* haired Busin es s rrr en kvff Ir^Na zi laces 1 ,' You tnTtd exolaTn 
nflaF tE^ arTmcr- peopK^iriRr^ besides^ Lee 

Harvey Oswald, Jack Ruby, Jim Garrison, Mark Lane, ex-cons 
named Torres, Dorothy Kllgallen, the Dallas oops, and all those 
others who have been splashed all over the front pages of Europe 
for more than three years. You try to explain all that, 

* ¥ # 


We were at the bar of the Palace Hotel in Helsinki Mumk 
played softly in the background* The customers took Schweppes 
with their gin* We were talking English * The place emptied around 
HI and then the bartender , thin, balding, in his 50$, leaned over . 
u Ywt have to tell me” he said* “Who killed Kennedy ?' f The 
Muzak played "‘Night and Day;’ and fhp bartender smirked when 
we said Lee Harvey Oswald. * ^^**»*^*^*~*™r*~-- *<■ «*. 


^^S^erhaps history prevents them from listening. They think we 

? aro mttve^e^ause their own hi story has been so bloody end 
murderous. EuTdpef i^SFpTace where cousins killed kings to grab 
off thrones; where poison and the ax took the place of the ballot 
box, Mussolini came to full power by murdering Socialists like 
Matteoti. If that could happen after 2, ODD years of civilization, 
they tell you, how can America hope to be better after 400? 

* # * 


I was in the airport at Frankfurt. American soldiers with 
duffle bags slept iff the lounge* Announcements were made m 
four languages* I bought a Paris Her old Tribune at the news 
stand and sat down to wait. A man was looking orer my shoulder 
at the latest story out of New Orleans* “Eh,” he said , in a French. 

cuicent* “It. lonko like they are fimUy^ ^TWr^r^T^r 3 
Afrmddleagea TMfntfnTTn WyoTK^r * s WS 
The Frenchman wanted to know who Clay Shaw was. I told lum 
1 didn’t know the man , but he didn't believe me* 


f ® # 

\ They have it all figured out over here, especially since the 
1 Mardi Gras broke in New Orleans. David Ferrie flew to Houston, 
j to wait for the car from Dallas carrying Oswald and hki 
\ accomplice. The car was to be driven by Officer Tippit. The 
\ plane would fly from Houston to Yucatan, take on more gas, 

'* go on to Cuba, In this drama, Clay Shaw represents American 
business; that is, the right wing. Shaw worked for International 
■\ Trade Marta, and he arranged for Kennedy to, speak at the Trade 
l Mart in Dallas, thus determining the motorcade route. He used ■ 
I Oswald and the other pro^Castro accomplices because what would 
| bo a better right wing conspiracy than one where the gunmen 
i were leftists? 

* Tippit panicked and Orwald shot him (the plane was in 
Houston, of course, because the Dallas airport would be immedi- 
ately closed). Ruby, who was also in New Orleans in September 
of 19G3, was the Back up man, with access to the Dallas jail, 


charged with killing anyone who was arrested; 

It all fits beautifully. Europeans still write the best thrillers* 

■ * # 

J -was in the Piazza del Popoto, having? lunch at Ro&ati’s 
Elio Petri, a brilliant yottn <j film director. The night before J saw 
his film, '‘To Each His Own/’ about justice in Sicily. In one scene 
two university professors are in a piazza in Palermo. Suddenly , 
«h automobile explodes. “This place is becoming a regular 
Chicago™ the first professor says. The other nods. There is tt 
second erosion. ‘'Dallas is more like it,™ he says. Petri leaned 
forward. “In New Or leans/-' he sai d , '■'they s torting to find 

about Kennedy at rasi, Dio t 7 a ictfeTy ' pTrZ' M m n a gremt^ siveo ter 

'Tvalkrd . by r ^ tn mmnr^lier. 


* * - *■ 

The talk never ends. From the beginning, Europeans saw a 
conspiracy, and nothing that has happened since seems to have 
changed their minds. We now know that the Warren Commission 
I ©report was _a_sbad^ '^bn 'flTO ' 

^1 J II 1 " iUf (!*[>ear^ I'vo met ‘want To"Tmi5w wJiv we do not have ' 
mmmm — “ 


-Amen! 


nn~mvesugjilion. IffSer^Ts nothing to hide, why doesn't the 

+ ^tJncan^ove^ m^raCTfflHI^ W a UIMHUL 

f "U 1 1 1 ) r "ey m t h 5 3fa m liljJI j J LJ U U 1 r" TTT*5TT!j Wtfj 1 j t: 

!gT^T M ??rTC"" p TTT?r*ffie ,L ~f 1 Jz>I^' imrati g aTion " was 


7T 


2 


m 

^ l imir uic r ui jj j v uauj^4 1 mi I WA3 

impccca bl eTMem be r s ot \hri^TW^©^ffir$sIon say that tha 
warren uoiftlmssian did a fine ioh:'TTd nhp I'ff^apnkAr? Tn In t te* 
^naCt two weeks oeueves any oi 1 ~ Tr 


►Free World when most of thar world thinks our 
is stained with blood. 


government 


innnH^ 



